The Audience
was often prevented, by his sobs, from speaking and we passed
most of the night in this way.' Some time near dawn he became
too exhausted to continue. But after resting awhile, he was able to
finish and was given absolution: his relief was inexpressible. Later
Manrique married him to the woman and baptized his children.
From this man he learnt that though some of the slaves in the
vicinity—possibly those dedicated to the service of the Mahamuni
—were Catholics, most of that community resided at or near the
capital. This information decided him to visit Mrauk-u, when his
business with the king was finished, if he could obtain the neces-
sary permission.
On July the 51st it was announced that the king's fast would
terminate that night and that the next morning he would release
nine captive birds, a symbolical act of mercy, and climb in proces-
sion Sirigutta mount, at the top of which was enshrined the famous
sculpture. After kneeling there and reciting appropriate verses
from Pali devotional works he would descend, breakfast, and then
give audience to the Portuguese.
Manrique did not see the procession—the king in his palanquin
surrounded by the whole Court, the officials, the astrologers and
the principal abbots. The weather had been quite fine; since the
change in the moon there had not been a drop of rain. Though hot
and damp, the sun shone, and the white and gold parasols, the
yellow robes of the abbots, the standards, insignia, the flowers, the
brocades, will have shimmered and glowed as they surged up the
slope.
When the ceremony at the Mahamuni was over, the Comp-
troller came to fetch the Portuguese. They were carried in palan-
quins to the palace, which we can assume to have been a stockaded
enclosure containing a number of wooden buildings, carved and
gilded, with a pillared audience hall under a spire, a reproduction
in cheaper materials and on a smaller scale of the palace at
Mrauk-u. AIL the palaces in the states between India and China
have, and have always had, a close resemblance. As we shall see,
the palace at Mrauk-u was like the contemporary palaces in Burma
and Siam, and, since the fashion has not greatly changed, like the
palaces used to-day by the Shan Sawbwas. It will be clear that
Manrique was not received in the main hall of audience, which is
always the eastern front of the palace and open to view, but in a
more private hall further in, such as may te seen at the Mandalay
palace.
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